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| 6ve been |l ooking at a
while trying to figure out what to say to you in this
last newsletter. It is difficult to say goodbye
under normal circumstances and these are not
normal circumstances. Here we are in the midst
of a pandemic, worshiping online, meeting via
Zoom and closing a wonderful church after 62
years of ministry to the McLean community- how
do you express the mixture of joy and grief in a
few |ines of text? I 6
Afold college tryo.

Dear Beloved,

First let me express my gratitude for all of you.
When | arrived at Charles Wesley UMC | really
di dndot know what to ex
attended and served in mid-size or large
churches. A small church was totally new to me.
You welcomed me with open hearts, open minds,
and open arms- literally! At the SPRC meet-the-
pastor meeting Elaine Schneider asked if she
could give me a hug. It was such a blessing to
be so warmly wel comed
her. Thank you all for the prayers, the words of
encouragement and the help with reports and
surveys as | swam the waters of ordination.
Although ordination was something | had been
working on for years- you helped me cross the
finish line. For your love and support | will
always be grateful!
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| have seen many churches embrace serving the
community through compassion and mercy. The
Hunger Church has served the community well
for many years. When | arrived and saw the red
mesh bags on each pew every Sunday morning,
it made my heart soar. Tying knots might seem
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of the gleaning ministry offering compassion
through the gift of food. You blew me away! If |
tried to list everything that this church family has
done for the sake of others, | would surely leave
things out, but here are some of my favorites.
Gardens to grow fresh vegetables, more diapers
donated than | can count, donations to support
disaster relief, kits for conference, food drives for
SHARE. sagdyvichsmaling misgion {gams |
serving with ASP, and a place where those
fighting personal battles find support through AA.

You are awesome! | have been blessed to serve
with you at Charleg Wesley UM, a’@pyunger
Church. | wanted to thank you for teaching me a
few good lessons. | learned to listen. Thank you
for inviting me into your homes for conversation
and prayer. You welcomed me and shared your
stories. From you, | learned the value of laity in
the church. | always knew that churches were
gugcessful begause pf ghe comrpitgentof they,
laity but you, my friends, lived it right in front of
my eyes. Thank you for serving God, the
church, and the community with excellence and

| ove. |l 6ve | earned to
Wedve had a few over t
have demonstrated that prayer, hard work,
sometimes compromise, and trust in God is the
key to getting through the difficulties together and
coming out stronger on the other side.
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As we say goodbye to the ministry at Charles
Wesley UMC, | pray that we take with us,
wherever we go, the gifts we have received as a
member of this family. | know that your love and
compassion, your gifts for ministry, and your love
for God will continue grow. | am without words to
end this letter of goodbye so | will use the Apostle
Paul 6sé

AEvery time you cross my
exclamations of thanks to God. Each exclamation
is a trigger to pray. | find myself praying for you
with a glad heart. | am so pleased that you have
continued on in this with us, believing and
proclai ming Godds Messad
heard it right up to the present. There has never
been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God
who started this great work in you would keep at it
and bring it to a flourishing finish on the very day
Christ Jesus appears.

So, this is my prayer: that your love will flourish
and that you will not only love much but well. Live
a |l overo6s |life, circumspg
Jesus will be proud of: bountiful in the fruits from
the soul, making Jesus Christ attractive to all,
getting everyone involved in the glory and praise
of G@lk.Message, Philippians 1: 3-6,9-11)

Grace & peace,
Pastor Marti
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At this time, we are in the final stages of
clearing items from the building. Maybe you
want books, or pictures hanging on the wall, or

a folding chair from the Sunday School Class.
Ifriydurhaie notlyet gotteg ankitempyau wouldn
like, call the office to see if it is available, and

schedule a time to pick it up. (Some items not
available).
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Farewell Reminiscences

Over twenty years ago, my family visited a small,
beautiful church on a green knoll, in the heart of
McLean. As we tentatively entered Charles
Wesley UMC for the first time, a smiling Bob
Schneider greeted us and immediately made us
feel comfortable and welcomed, in what some
would call a small church. Afew Sundays later,
Rev. Bob Friend officially welcomed Jann,
Elizabeth, and Dale to the congregation.

The very patient and talented music director,
Susan Gray, invited me to join the choir. Over the
years, Karen Blue, Elaine Schneider, Hazel Shell,
Chuck Gray, Gene and Joyce Zucker, Louis and
Vicki Herrmann, Garnette Dupont, Dr. Charles
Schilling, Joe and Jennifer Baker, Cindy York, and
others in the choir quickly made me feel part of
the group, even though my talent was limited.
With Mary Brown, our steadfast organist, we all
experienced a happy, inspiring musical odyssey
with the choir until it ended last year. We had a
few music directors over the years, ending with
the talented Matt Duckery. As singers, we were
boisterous, enthusiastic, dedicated, mostly on key,
and always conveying joy.

Experiencing our church children, such as,
Mathias Duckery (Sara and Matt), Nathaniel and
Elizabeth Ni (Melissa and Steve), and Oliver and
Thea Hong (Amy and Pastor JP) was an
especially blissful treat for Jann and me during
church services and activities, times that we will
long remember.

Weekly services, including Christmas Eve and
Palm Sunday/Easter, reinvigorated our faith and
guided our behaviors throughout the year, thanks
to Rev. Friend, Rev. Larkin, Rev. Candy (Matrtin),
Rev. Dore, Rev. JP (Hong), and Rev. Marti
(Ringenbach).

Bazaars, yard sales, outside cookouts, often
cordial committee meet.i
and menbés groups, churc
Sunday School classes, all complemented the
scriptures and sermons we received each

Sunday. All instilled an abiding fellowship

among our members. (On a trip to London,

Rosa Lee McGuinn warmly greeted us in

Harrods while she was on vacation. What a
surprise from a fellow church member!)

But perhaps our most moving experiences with

the Charles Wesley family were the activities
focused on helping people outside the church. :
Examples included the Appalachian Service
Projects (with Tylee Smith at the helm) that
refurbished many famil.]
of food drives we conducted, helping feed
hundreds of families; <
donations of food and provisions to needy

families through SHARE; the gleaning that
provided fresh vegetables and fruit to families in
need; the yearly drives for school supplies and
clothes; and the monthly-sandwich making for
homeless individuals. And t he chil d
vegetable garden under LeslieJaneFa hr n e\
guidance.

Small CWUMC is and was a singular church
that fulfilled a grand mission.

fAnd do not forget to do good and to share with
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleasedo
(Hebrews 13:16)

Amen to Charles Wesley United Methodist
Church, McLean, VA.

Dale and Jann Thompson
May 22, 2020
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How our Building has Grown




Happy JANUARY Birthday!

15%: Bill Powell
26t Janet Davenport, Emilie Paulk, &
Sharon Pedersen

Happy FEBRUARY Birthday!

6t: Laurinda Hicks
17t%: JP Hong
20t: Jesse Frederick
24t: Marcie Tuggle
27t: Becky Fahrney

Happy MARCH Birthday!

2nd: Rosa Lee McGuinn, Leslie Jane Fahrney
6t": Elizabeth Ni
14%: Annette Pigott
25" Pam Batchellor
28t: Garnette Dupont
30t Judy Carney

Happy APRIL Birthday!

6™": Soon Young Carroll, Katelyn Luke,
Jamie Paulk
16%: Bob Schneider
17%: Elaine Schneider
22nd: Rebecca King

Happy MAY Birthday!

1st: Jann Thompson
4t Tylee Smith
oth: Dusty Frederick
12t: Janis Theunissen
20t: Melissa Ni

Happy June Birthday!

1st: David Smith
4th: Steve Ni

Happy JULY Birthday!

11%: Ava Plunkett
12t%: Joyce Zucker, Matthias Duckery
13": Todd Ringenbach
17t Vicki Herrmann, Alex Miller
20t: Matt Duckery
24%: Emma Luke
26™: Nathaniel Ni
27t Mary Brown
28t Kalyani Das
30t: Thea Hong

Happy AUGUST Birthday!

2nd: Lee Talbot
3rd: Marty Talbot
7th: Casey Frederick
10t Vickie Hawes
231d: Karen Blue

Happy SEPTEMBER Birthday!

15": Pat Cox, Cindy York
17%: Jim Davenport
24™": Barbara Powell
27t Brantley Blue, Kimberly Luke

Happy OCTOBER Birthday!

3d: Mary Lucius
15t: Virginia Barnes

22"d: Micah Paulk
29t: Grace Roomian

Happy NOVEMBER Birthday!

12 Dale Thompson
15t: Marti Ringenbach
17%: Sonya Frederick
19%: Chip Frederick
21st Christopher Blue

Happy DECEMBER Birthday!

11t%: Thelma Brown
27%: Ricky Spann



This is Your Life

In the early days of television, there was a show
called AThis I s Your Lif
host named Ralph Edwards. The show started as

a radio show, but in 1952 it began its nine-year run
on TV. It has enjoyed several revivals since then.
The AThis I s Your Lifeo
this way: AA si mpl-guesty et
honorees, both famous and unknown, profiled
through remembrances by
On each episode, the guest honoree would be

lured to a location under false pretenses. Then, Mr.
Edwards would appear to surprise the honoree and
annourscand-soft hi s i s your
would continue with Mr. Edwards reading from a

| arge book about the hon
would pause and a voice would come over the

| oudspeaker. The voice
childhood friend, school teacher, colleague, or long-
lost relative. Next, the person speaking would
appear from behind the curtain and enjoy an often-
emotional reunion with the honoree. This would
continue throughout the evening. Needless to say,

it was a joyful time for the honoree, the people who
came to honor him or her, and the studio and home
audiences.

on
my

I f | were to appear
thereds no doubt in
people who appeared from behind the curtain
woul d be people I 6ve knoa
UMC. These people, some of whom have since
passed, are too numerous to name here, but they
were my Sunday School teachers, Vacation Bible
School teachers, choir directors, youth group
leaders, pastors, and friends. They were people
who sat next to me at talent shows, fashion shows,
Ham and Turkey Dinners, committee meetings, and
in the choir loft and pews at weddings, funerals,

and church services. They supported me in my
endeavors, attended my wedding, helped my
husband and me to raise our daughter, and
comforted me when my parents passed away.

When Jesus gave his Sermon on the Mount, he

said, AYou are the | ight

a hill.canpot be hidden. Neither do peaple light a
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its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the

house. In the same way, let your light shine before

others, that they may see your good deef and
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that had the people of Charles Wesley Church not

been a part of my |I|ife,
today. Thank you all for everything. And peace be

| With you. ¢
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